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Abstract

This is a study which aims at tacking the work of Khair Al-
Deen Al-Zarekly, a contemporary Saudi Arabian historian,
with an attempt to pressed and analyze his books which were
written on the history of the kingdom during the time of King
Abdulaziz. The research begins with an introduction
presenting the early political state of affairs of the Kingdom,
and the transformation from total disunity to a unified
political entity at the hands of the country's founder King
Abdulaziz. The introduction includes an account of other
prominent King Abdulaziz's contemporary historians besides
Al-Zarekly. A Dbiography of Al-Zarekly is introduced
focusing on his life from his early days to the time of his
settlement in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, where he, along
with other elite companions of King Abdulaziz, participated
in the structuring of the different government bodies and
diplomatic corps. The researcher highlights Al-Zarekly's
contribution, mainly in the fields of literature and
biographies. The research analyzes Al-Zarekly's important
account of the history of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia during
the time of King Abdulaziz, especially historical events
which were the topic of his two volumes book: "The Arabian
Peninsula During King Abdulaziz's Era". The research
allocates one chapter for each volume of Al-Zarekly's book
which dealt with events that took place during the first and
second Saudi States, stories about public and private life of
King Abdulaziz, the king's struggle to restore his ancestor's
regality, the unification of the Kingdom and his many other
achievements which put the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on the
threshold of progress in today's modern world. The research
also displays and analyzes Al-Zarekly's other historical
accounts of the Kingdom and the region in his books: "A
Short Biography of King Abdulaziz", "What | have Seen and
Heard", and "Two Years in Amman"; these were books
which shed light on the important events that the region went
through and, to a large extent, decided its future. Finally, the
research exposes Al-Zarekly's historical methodology, his
writing style, and his historical sources, and attempts to
explain his potential motives for writing about Saudi history,



with critical evaluation of how objective or subjective he
might have been as a historian. The aim is to reach a
conclusion through which we may be able to regard his
writings as reliable sources for further research on Saudi
contemporary history. The study concludes by giving special
importance to Al-Zarekly's historical writings as they pertain
to a very critical epoch of Saudi history. The study also
depicts Al-Zarekly as a great thinker and writer of the first
half of the twentieth century, who contributed significantly to
the writing of the history of countries in which he settled and
witnessed their important events.
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summary

The modern history of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
mainly during the reign of King Abdul Aziz, has always
fascinated both writers and historians belonging to different
horizons. The era of King Abdul Aziz is characterized by the
deep changes and developments which affected the whole life
of the Arabic Peninsula. Many intellectuals, scholars and
artists, who witnessed that period, left a lot of work
dedicated to the period and considered, now, a source of
utmost importance.

One of these famous figures is Khair Eddin Azzerkli,
one of the first pioneers to investigate the domain of Saudi
modern history. In his writing the history of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia during the reign of King Abdul Aziz, Azzerkli
creates a new method by combining in writing historical
documents literature, history and culture. In this respect he
stands for the most productive writer in this field.

The study purports to shed light on the importance of
the man, the particular characteristics of his writings and his
contribution to provide a new approach to the study of the
history of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Indeed, few studies
have been devoted to the works of Khair Eddin Azzerkli and
his contribution to write the modern history of the Kingdom
during the reign of King Abdul Aziz.

Chapter one deals with the life of Azzerkli, following
the different stages of his life to the time when he settled in
the Kingdom joining a group of intellectuals, thinkers and
politicians who lay down the foundations of the structure of
the government of the Kingdom and its diplomatic



organizations, with a reference to local and international
events he tackled in his works.

Chapter two refers to the work of Azzerkli in the
domain of Literature and Politics. We have attempted to give
Importance to the aspects of the scholar whose writings
include « Two Years in Amman » that he wrote when he was
visiting Jordan from 1921 to 1923. in this book he mentions
events that he witnessed and produces extraordinary
historical documents about the Emir of Jordan and his
government.

Since our dissertation seeks to study and analyze the
works of Azzerkli about the history of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, during the reign of King Abdul Aziz, we have
decided to devote Chapter Three and Four to comment
specifically on his books and mainly the one entitled “The
Arabic Peninsula during the Reign of King Abdul Aziz.” In
this book the writer deals with the news of the first and
second Saudi State and provides information about King
Abdul Aziz, his private and public concerns, his fight to
recover the kingdom of his ancestors and his endeavour to
unify it.

What makes the book very interesting is the fact that the
author was an eye witness to the different events which
occurred during that period. He was closely related to
decision makers in the government of the kingdom, during
the reign of King abdul Aziz. Being so close to politicians
and people involved in the matter of the State gives him the
privilege of being considered a reliable source and his work a
worthwhile reference.



Chapter Five sheds light on the methodology used by
the author while collecting data. His writings reveal his
commitment to a scientific methodology and an objective
method known among historians and scholars. It consists of
bringing historical events and organize them in a logical way
and prove their happening with reference to evidences, then
study them by arguing the reasons which make them occur.

Another aspect of the author’s methodology is his awareness
of different political, social and literary subjects that he
tackles in his works. This method is characterized by a
general geographical introduction, then include other
different news. This gives it an encyclopedic aspect revealing
clearly the influence of his literary, linguistic, journalistic,
historical and political concerns.

Concerning the way the author uses to cope with historical
sources, it is evident that he applies various sources combing
what is written and what is oral. His written documents
include historical, religious, geographical, political, literary
and linguistic sources.

Because of the variety of the sources the author uses in
writing the history of the kingdom, the scientific value of his
historical writings becomes an outstanding feature which
characterizes such works. Indeed, the author is considered a
pioneer in handling different aspects of life of the Kingdom
during the reign of King Abdul Aziz.

It is needless to say that such amount of writing may suffer
certain shortcomings. This, however, does not reduce the
scientific value of the works of the author, keeping in mind
the fact that he is not a specialized historian, but a scholar
who investigates the different fields of knowledge.

Finally, | hope this humble study will achieve the aim of
giving one of those pioneers, who dealt with the history of



the Kingdom, the importance and respect they deserve and
encouraging more similar specialized scientific studies.



